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Yŝ Y*' c 

"7T t \ ^ 



Form DWM-051 B 
1/86 

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT 

INVESTIGATION 

CASE #. 

DATE 

Page J£.of ^ 

^ ~>-J 

tO-CUMMfcNDAtlUNS AND eONCtAffiEOBSr- / / 

__ f — r x . . —o / 

/  ̂ ^Ao 7Cf̂ J' •7^1 K J^gss.r 7 

& -p* 

77^  • 7 /c>C 

. -r/ v. /• ..• ^ y 

/y .r->7 Ŝ czn-S <k 
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M E M O R A N D U M  

K File through Robert Zol'lner 

David Beem-aniy"/-' 12-11-86 

Arkansas Chemical, Newark, File #07-14-188, File synopsis 

Date 4 Item 

10-13-8^ Arkansas goes voluntary Chapter 11 

4-3-84 Memo from Asst. Dir. Rogalski to Supervisor Longstreet, NFO: 
Request to investigate attached list of bankrupt companies. 

5-4-84 Memo from Bob Leary to Vince Krisak: 
Inspection report, 1- Co. not operating 2- 150 drums outside 
3-100 drums in "garage" 4- 100 drums outside belonging to 
adjacent co. 5- Storage tanks believed empty 6- buildings 
locked, drums inside 7- Property owner is Ashland Oil (???) 
8- Block 5005, Lot 6 

5-8-84 Memo from Vince Krisak to Ron Corcory: 
1- Request for Directive to Ashland Oil 2- Referral to ECRA 

5-11-84 Memo to file from Richard Katz, Asst. Chief, BISE: 
BFO sending Directive to Ashland with admonition to contact 
BISE within 2 weeks. 

8-27-84 Incident Report: Walt Janiczek, Newark Eng., reports 100 to 
200 drums on site, some rusted and leaking. Co. moved out 
in "March or April." Newark F. D. issued order to clean up 
by 9-4-84. Requests D.E.P. assistance. 

9-21-84 Directive letter issued to Arkansas Chemical Co., c/o H. 
Greenburg Esq., registered agent. Block 5005, Lot 5. 
1- Secure access. 2- Submit inventory. 3- Dispose of drums. 
4- Remove and dispose contaminated soil. 

10-5-84 Letter from J. Skoviak, Asst. Chief, BC&E, to H. Greenberg: 
Responding to letter of 10-2-86 (unknown). 1- Supply list of 
contractors contacted. 2- Supply list of materials on site. 
3- Supply compliance schedule 

10-23-84 Letter from H. Greenburg to Skoviak: 
Clean Venture to supply proposal to E. T. Killam Asso., who 

^II 'will supervise. An acceptable proposal will be processed 
thru U. S. Bankruptcy Court. 

1-2-85 Memo from G. McCreary and M. Proietti to V. Krisak: 
Reference made to 9-17-84 memo of McCreary and Gary Allen 
(unknown). 



Inspection on 12-20-84: 1- Site not secure 2- 1st floor of 
building 28 inspected, 130 drums in "shipping room," 5000 
gal. tank in room, "process" room has 12 5000 gal tanks and 
50 fiber drums. 
Inspection on 12-21-84: 1- 2nd floor of building 28 has 150 
drums. 2- 3rd floor has 150 drums, most empty, and 8 large 
tanks. 3- 4th floor has 75 drums and ammonia room with 
tanks. 4- Small building adjacent to Ashland unsecure and 
contains 15 5 gal pails. 
J. Shirk of Killam calls and reports small building secured 
on 12-24-84. 
J. Shirk contacted on 12-27-84. He says Cycle Chemical Co. 

— , will start clean up on 1-2-85. Initially, materials outside 
will be moved inside pending analysis. Other phases to pro
ceed later. 

1-3-85 Letter from A. McMahon, Chief, BISE, to H. Greenburg: 
Advised Greenburg of ECRA and told him to contact R. Katz 
regarding Arkansas Chemical. 

0 1-14-85 Memo to file from G. McCreary: 
J. Shirk calls on 1-2-85 and advises that Cycle Chem (Clean 
Venture) will start on 1-3-85. 
McCreary goes to site on 1-3-85. He is advised that the 
bankruptcy court has approved expenditure on "Phase I" of _ 
clean up to include 1- identify drums, 2- segregate drums, 
3- move all outside drums into building 28A, 4- secure 
building; 28A. Empty drums were stacked on their sides in 
building 28A. Drums containing material were started to be 
put into building 28A and segregated. I. Sapers, Arkansas 
chemist, could not identify drum contents. He could only 
identify lab contents in building 25. Building 25 basement 
is full of water. PVS.C will test before it is pumped out. 
McCreary goes to site on 1-4-86. Phase I completed. 
On 1-10-86, K. Herrighty (Killam) and 3. Martin (Arkansas 
Plant Manager) identify drums on 2nd thru 4th floor. 
Future plans discussed: 1- Some materials to be identified 
and sold to Sandoz. 2- Rest to be tested and disposed of. 

<9 3- Bankruptcy court to approve funding for each phase of 
• work. 

1-25-85 Letter from T. Kearns, Asst. Chief, BISE, to R. Conway, 
attorney: Confirms conversation of 1-16-85. 1- The closure 
of Arkansas is subject to ECRA since hazardous waste and 
substances are still on site. 2- Conway indicated Arkansas 
would comply with ECRA in the sale of the property. 3- BISE 
will take no enforcement action as long as this is the case 

2-4-85 Letter from Conway to Kearns: 
Conway agrees that any sale of property would involve ECRA. 
Since closure was pre-ECRA, no ECRA filing is reguired 
until sale. 

2-23-85 Incident report: Mark von Sternberg reports 8 feet of water 



in basement due to leak. He wants to pump it out. E2057 
advises he cannot do it without PVSC approval. 

5-10-85 Contract for Sale of property. Salient points include: 
1- Arkansas acquired property on 12-27-A3 
2- Galaxy Inc. acquired property on 2-23-78. 
3- Arkansas and Galaxy have same president (Mark Von 

Sternberg) and same corporate agent. 
4- Newark foreclosed on the property in 1983, holding title 

subject to Galaxy's rights in the Bankruptcy Code. 
5- Property is subject to ECRA. 
6- Buyer to assume first $50,000 for clean up required by 

ECRA. 
7- Buyer assumes ownership of drums. Seller makes no 

warranty as to contents or usability of drums. 

5-14-85 ECRA initial notice, qeneral information submission. Salient 
points include: 
1- Both Galaxy and Arkansas filed for bankruptcy in Oct., 

1983. Operations ceased before 12-25-83. Newark fore
closed its tax lien in Sept., 1983 

2- Discharges to PVSC. 
3- H. Greenberg is authorized agent to the D.E.P. 

5-14-85 Letter from Greenberg to McMahon: 
Sale of property must occur by 8-15-85 or it is void. Tone 
of letter suggests quick action is needed on the part of 
BISE. 

5-15-85 ECRA checklist for completeness of initial notice: 
Incomplete. ECRA case #85303. 

5-20-85 Letter from BISE to Newark: Request for file search in 
Newark on Arkansas Chemical. 

5-20-85 Letter from McMahon to Greenberg: 
Advises Greenberg that initial notice is incomplete. 

5-30-85 Memo from A. Zach, Dir., Newark Dept. of Eng., to V. Toma, 
Dir., Newark General Services: 
1- Newark owns the site of Arkansas Chemical 

£ 2- Breakins of the buildings have occurred and damage to 
lab. Buildings are now secure. 

3- Roof leak is creating hazardous conditions in the lab. 
4- Requests General Services repair the roof. 

6-5-85 Von Sterberg submits drum inventory. 

6-7-85 Memo from V. Toma to E. Street, Dir., Newark Office of Real 
Property: Refers Zach1s memo to Street's dept. as the 

• proper agency. 

6-7-85 Memo from Toma to Zach, advising of above referral. 



/ 

6-13-85 Letter from 3. Rogers, Rogers Technical, to J. Shirk, 
Killam: Response to RFP. Salient points include: 
1- Work to include drums, soil, drains, lab, tanks, decon, 

underground tanks (??). 
2- Concerned about D.E.P.'s and Newark Engineering's role. 
3- Ownership of site in guestion. 

6-13-85 Letter from Conway to McMahon: 
1- Contract of Sale prompting ECRA filing has been 

terminated. 
2- Refer any further questions to Newark, "record owner of 

property." 

6-25-85 Letter from McMahon to Greeberg, response to above letter: 
1- Any sale of the property is subject to ECRA. 
2- If the sale contract that prompted initial notice is 

terminated, the site is not currently subject to ECRA. 
3- Recommends continuing current ECRA process in order to 

avoid delays if a new buyer is found. 
4- If application is withdrawn, case will be referred to 

BFO. 

7-9-85 Letter from Shirk to Zach: Copy of J. Rogers letter of 
6-13-85 attached. 

7-10-85 Letter from Greenberg to McMahon. Response. 
1- No sale to be consummated 
2- D.E.P. should refer all guestions regarding the site to 

Newark. 

7-17-85 ECRA case #85303 closed. 

7_17_85 Letter from McMahon to Greenberg: 
1- ECRA case #85303 closed. 
2- Sale of property will reinitiate ECRA reguirements. 
3- Case referred back to BFO for action under Spill Act. 
4- Authorized agent should notify Newark of their ECRA 

•responsibilities. . 

7-17-85 Memo from McMahon to R. Corcory: Refers case to BFO for 
Spill Act enforcement. 

7-30-85 Letter from Greenberg to Zach: 
1- Copy of McMahon's letter of 7-17 attached. 
2- Refer any questions to McMahon.(?lI) 

9-24-85 Letter from R. MacDonald, Newark Asst. Corp. Counsel, to 
McMahon: Does not understand how the City's sale of the 
property can be subject to ECRA. 

4-29-86 Investigation report from M. Gruzlovic: • 
1- Inspected site with 0. Beeman 
2- Building 25: high water in basement, neutral pH, con

tainers in basement, lab has many containers, some spill 



• # 

age, TIP readings of .1 ppm throughout. 
3- Machine shop contains drums and process vessels. 
4- Building 26: TIP reads .1 ppm, material and spillage on 

all 4 floors. 
5- Buildings are not secure and have serious roof leaks. 

6-23-86 Memo to file from M. Gruzlovic: Met with R. MacDonald, W. 
Janicek (Newark Eng.), P. Butler (Newark Eng.), and 3. 
MacDonald (ORS) on 6-20-86. 

- 1- ORS will contact Von Sternberg for resumption of clean up 
* pursuant to Directive. Will find out status of bank

ruptcy. 
2- DEP to inspect site. 
3- City to secure site and hire guard or increase police 

patrol. 
4- City to check on status of interested buyers. 

10-9-86 Letter from F. Cardiello (DAG) to R. Zollner: Request for 
copy of Arkansas Chemical file. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

TO Spill wta V , • ,{/- ' ;; -v BATE January 14.1985 

FROM r^iTian Mr-f-ftaary thmfngh Btur;^ rrwfort: 

SUBJECT »ylfanw° rVmpawy,. Tnr f 1ft5 Foundry .qtrppt. Newark — 

January 2, 1985 . 

James E. Shirk, Elsan T. Killam Associates, Inc. (Killam Associates, Inc.) 
informed Galen MoCreary that Cycle Chem would begin cleanup of the drums located 
outside the Arkansas Company, Inc. buildings on 3 Jan. 85 at 1000 hours. Cycle 
Chem is affiliated with Clean Venture, Inc. 

January 3, 1985 • /v'V;v 

G. MoCreary arrived at Arkansas Company, Inc., 185 Foundry St., Newark, at 0945 
hours. G. MoCreary checked the area and confirmed the garage next to Foundry 
Street and the 12'xl2' building vhich contained hazardous chemicals were secured 
with plywood nailed across the entrances. Mike Persico, Cycle Chem, aid two 
cleaners arrived at 0950 hours. Cycle Chem personnel donned personal protective 
gear. Kevin Herrighty, Killam Associated, Inc. arrived 1000 hours. K. Herrighty 
was to monitor the cleanup. G. MoCreary returned the key to Arkansas Company, 
Inc. to K. Herrighty. Mr. Persico and K. Herrighty briefed G. MoCreary on the 
Phase I cleanup plan. A.U.S. Bankruptcy Court approved monies for the Phase I 
cleanup. The Phase I cleanup included: (1) Identify contents of the drums, 
(2) Segregate compatible drums, (3) Move all drums outside the Arkansas Company, 
Inc. building into building 28A, (4) Move all empty drums into building 28A; 
and (5) Secure building 28A. Mark Von Sternburg, owner, Arkansas Company, Inc. 
arrived at 1000 hours and informed us that he invited Ira Sapers, a chemist for 
the Arkansas Company, Inc., and Jim Martin, a plant manager for the Arkansas 
Company, Inc., to assist in the identification of the chemicals. 

G. MoCreary and K. Herrighty donned personal protective gear to monitor the clean
up vhich began at 1015 hours. Cycle Chem personnel began to identify drums that 
were empty, move the empty drums into building 28A, and stack the empty drums on 
their sides. J. Martin and I. Sapers arrived at 1015 hours. G. MoCreary asked 
J. Martin and I. Sapers if they could help to identify the dnm contents. I. 
Sapers could only identify materials used in the lab located in building 25. 
The basement was flooded with water and must be pumped out. G. MoCreary informed 
M. Von Sternburg and K. Herrighty that the water must be. tested before it is ; 
pimped out. K. Herrighty informed G. McCreary that Passaic Valley Sewer Authority 
would be by to test the water. J. Martin accompanied M. Persico and identified 
the contents of the drums. J. Martin was able to identify a large percentage 
of the contents of the drums. Cycle Chem continued to identify empty drums and 
move them into building 28A and stack on their side. 

After a lunch break Cycle Chem had finished moving the empty drums into building 
28A. Cycle Chem began to move full and partially fulldrumsintpbuilding28A. 
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Arkansas Company, Inc.~ 
January 14, 1985 
Page Two 

Cycle Chan did not combine the contents of any drums. Cycle Chem siegregated 
drums according to ccnpatibility. Phase I vas not complete 3 Jan. 85 and was 
scheduled to begin 0800 hours 4 Jan. 85. 

January 4, 1985 . ' • ' 

Cycle Cham began work at 0800 hours and were monitored by K. Herrighty. 
G. McCreary arrived Arkansas Company, Inc. at 1000 hours. Work was progressing 
as scheduled. Ml Phase I work will be completed an 4 Jan. 85. Additional 
empty drums were found and were being moved into building 28A. I departed 
Arkansas Company, Inc. at 1230 hours. 

January 10, 1985 ' > : 

K. Herrighty and J. Martin went to Arkansas Ccnpany, Inc. and identified contents 
of drums on the 2nd throuepi 4th floor. ; 

G. McCreary discussed the overall game plan with J. Shirk. Killam Associates 
plan to recover all materials that are either raw materials car product and sell 
to Sandoz, a ccmpariy vMch has the same product line that Arkansas Company, Inc. 
had. Once the products and raw materials have been identified, the remainder 
of the materials will be tested and disposed of properly. Killam Associates, 
Inc. will divide the cleanup into additional phases and present the phases to 
the bankruptcy court for approval and funding. Killam Associates, Inc. will 
keep G. McCreary informed on the scope of work for each phase and when the 
••phases'will begin. - -

P0C23:dg 

• •;•'• .'• 

."'C-t* •, ... ; ; 
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MEMO MEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Tn Vinoe Krisak , /n\TF. January 2, 1985 
— 6u)» ^ ~ TjF-

from Ĝ 1<an McCreary and Mike Proietti through Bruce Comfort 

cirpjvrvArkansas Canpany, Inc. ,185 Foundry St.Newark DWM #84-08-27-02C 

Reference - 17 Sept. 84 merao fron G. McCreary and G. Allen - Arkansas. Chemical i 
Company, 185 Foundry St., Newark -DWM #84-08-27-02C. . 

December 20/ 1984 

G. McCrê Ty ngTl«*d Jim Shirk, Killam Associates, to obtain keys for Building 28, 
Arkansas Chemical Catpany. Jim Shirk was out but I obtained keys from Gary 
Walker. G. McCreary and M. Proietti went to Arkansas Chemical Gcmpany, 185 -V. 
Foundry St., Newark. "Hie gate on Foundry St. was closed and secured by a lock? 
however, we gained entry through a gate to Sun Chemical Co. M. Proietti and V 
I entered Bldg. 28 with personal safety equipment for the purpose of identi
fying aiy existing health or environmental hazard not previously identified ; 
in the 17 Sept. 84 memo. We began our investigation on the first floor. 

The first (1st) floor was divided into two areas: A single story part of ;•. 
Bldg. 28, which appeared to be a shipping room and the remainder Was a pro
cessing and product room. The shipping rocm had approximately 130 drums > both ; > 
fiber and construction and were labeled with names shown in the attached 
notebook of "Ttextile Chemicals", manufactured by Arkansas Catpany, Inc. One 
cylinder of oxygen and one cylinder of acetylene was located to the rear of the 
shipping rocm near a large storage tank of approximately 5000 gallon capacity 
with contents unknown. One container in this rocm was marked flammable liquid. 
The process and product rocm contained approximately twelve (12) large storage 
tanks of approximately 5000 gallons. "Buo tanks were not marked. The remaining 
ten (10) tanks were marked as follows: Emulser O.M. Formaldehyde, Igepal, 
Sufactant Siponic-y-500, Olive Elaine, Alip>al 436, Polyglycol 400, Stripper 
IS, Dergon O.M., and C.O. 880. Approximately 50 fiber product drums were , 
located throughout this part of the first floor. A Dodge Van, N.J. License 
NO. 403 IDC was located inside the building - license expired 9/84. The van 
was registered to Arkansas Catpany, Inc. We completed the first floor 
inventory and secured the building and depiarted the site. We planned to return 
the following day to ocmplete the investigation of the remaining floors. 

December 21, 1984 * 

M. Proietti and I entered Bldg. 28 with personal safety equipment and proceeded 
to the second floor, approximately 150 drums were located on the second floor, 
•the following is a partial list of the contents of the drums and materials 

• located on the second floor:  ̂

;•') tna-5 salt •• ;-V V">'• 
V;". :  ̂: Bentonite a'-: 

v:- V;"': . - '* ';v -• . • Sodium Nitrate V 



Arkansas Co., Inc. 
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>' . * Benzene. 
Carbon Tetrachloride 
Hexane 
Acetone 
Ethyl Amine 
Methyl Isocyanate 
140 Solvent 
Compressed Gas Cylinder 

We departed the site and returned to the Yardville Field Office. G. McCreary 
had a message to call Jim Shirk, Killian Associates . I called J. Shirk and 
relayed the information about the contents of the 12' x 12' building. Mr. Shirk 
indicated he would have the building secured and cleanup of the outside would : 
begin 3 Jan, 85. I indicated I would be there when cleanup began. 

December 24, 1984 

J. Shirk called and stated the 12' x 12 * building was secured. He indicated he • 
would inform G. MoCreary if there is any change in the cleanup date.  ̂

December 27, 1984 

G. McCreary received a copy of a letter indicating an anonymous caller indicated 
Arkansas Company intended to mix the contents of the outside drums without proper 
regard for ccmpatibility and store these materials inside one of the buildings. 
G. McCreary called J. Shirk mid confirmed Cycle Chemical Co. would do the cleanup 
on 2 Jan. 85. J. Shirk indicated that the outside cleanup would begin. Materials 
outside would be stored inside one building until laboratory results would be 
received and the materials could be disposed. Mr. Shirk indicated that the ; 
remaining cleanup would be done in phases until the entire complex was cleaned up. 
I told Mr. Shirk I would be on site when the cleanup began 2 Jan. 85. 

Xylol 
Chloroform .• 
Phosphoric Anhydride 
1, 4-Di Qxane , 
Ethylene Carbonate 
Mineral Spirits 
Isopropanol 



Arkansas Co., Inc. 
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Sodium Acetate - Anhydrous 
Sodium Formate - Anhydrous 

': Masque 4 Ketone ' : --
Iso - Octanol •/'. ' 
Aluminum Stearate 

•; Sorbic Acid 
Benzyl Chloride (Corrosive, Poison) 
N-̂ thyl-2-Pyrrolidone (M-Pyrol) Drum Leaking 
Glycol Ether EB, Ethylene Glycol Mbno Butyl Ether 
estate SN Anti-Static Agent. 
Anti-Foam Compound - Dow Corning 

; Ucon Lubricant LB 17-15 
Hydrogen Peroxide (Corrosive) 
Formic Acid 90% (Corrosive) 
Acetic Acid 90% (Corrosive) 
Hetoxamine ST50 (Corrosive) 
Soda Flake (Corrosive)  ̂
Iso Prqpanol 99 (Flammable) -.-v̂  
4 Methyl Pyradine (Corrosive) . 
Dacospin (Corrosive) , \ v 
Amonia Abylphenoxyethyaxy Sulfate Containing Ethanol (Flanmable) 
Triton W-30 Conoentrate (Flanmable) 
Ethoduomeen (Corrosive) " 
Hydroxyl Cellulose v; '\y, 
PicklingAcid Inhibitor 
Epolene wax 
Dowicide-1 V/.^ 

.. Polyoxyl 40 Stearate 
. :-v "; Mono Ethanol Amine 

Odrene New Bis 
Triton X-45 
Anmanium Bromide 

we proceeded to the third floor. Approximately 150 55-gallon drums were on the 
third floor. Most of the drums were empty. No hazardous labels were observed. V 
Fight large tanks were observed but were not labeled and contents were unknown. 

we proceeded to the fourth floor. Approximately 75 55-gallon drums were located 
on the 4th floor. The drums were labeled as follows: Butyl Alcohol (flammable), 
Acetic Anhydride, Amonium Bromide, 70% Methene Sulfuric Acid (corrosive), and 
Ethylenediamine (corrosive 8). A room on the fourth floor was marked Ammonia 
and contained mechanical machinery and seme tanks. We did not enter this room, 
we departed the fourth floor and secured Bldg. 28. 

G. McCreary noticed a building that was not checked on the previous inspection. 
The building was approximately 12' x 12' and was adjacent to the fence between 
Arkansas Company and Ashland Chemical. The building was insecure and the door 
was open. The building's location is shown on the attached map which was a part 
of the referenced 17 Sept. memo. The contents of the building were 5-gallon ; 
pails with the following labels: 
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NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

TO Vince Krjsa3c*tiirougfa June Edwardl^ 

FROM Robert Leary V'D A T E  May 4, 1984 

SUBJECT Arkansas Company, Inc., 185 Foundry Street, Newark, Essex County 
(Bankruptcy), Present Site Conditions ~~ ~ 

This company has been vacated arid is not operating. However, there are a 
number of drums located on various portions of this property. I counted  ̂
approximately 250 drums of chemicals stared around the buildings on this 
site. Approximately 100 of these drums were inside a garage. Ih the rear 
portion of the property between a small warehouse and a fence there is an  ̂
additional approximately 100 drums, but I believe that these drums may 
belong to another chemical company located adjacent to Arkansas Company. 
Tte labels on soma of the 250 drums indicated that the drums contained 

r perchloroethylene., ijglharplji silarie, ieophorondi isocyanate, 

propylpiper idine, lactic acid, betapicolite and polyethylene glycol. Some 3 

of the drums had poison oryoogcoSî  latels on them. Other drums did not V 

have any labelling to indicate their contents. Additionally, in one area 

there are palleted drums with slight leaks. In the rear of the property 

there is dp. spillage on the ground. There are also buckets of q£l and 

water rear one of the manufacturing buildings. : 

On this property there are several medium sized (several thousand gallon) v 
storage tanks for sulfuric acid, caustic soda, ammonia, diethylamine, iso-
propanolamine, propanol, and coconut oil. I believe that these storage 
tanks are empty, since tapping gave a hollowing ringing sound.  ̂

Tte buildings were all locked except for the small warehouse in the rear 
of the property. This warehouse contained mainly empty fiber drums and 
three empty steel drums. I was able to peer into two of the buildings 
through cracks in the doorway. One building appeared to be empty and tte 
otter had several drums inside. This building also had a van parked inside 

Additionally, near tte rear of the property there are approximately 60 drums 
filled with water and trash. 

The property owner is Ashland Op̂ d defining Co., 60 Park Place, Newark 
07012. ate property -is;-cri'Lotr̂ . 6̂ <aadcs • _'5Q05»' 

CXNCLUSiaiS: ' .• '-V 

Steps must be taken to alleviate these conditions. 




